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Strategic network

resilience

What subsea fibre in the Caribbean teaches us about resilient
digital growth

Connectivity on its own is no longer enough. As global digital infrastructure keeps expanding, a new focus is emerging
around the strategqic resilience of networks. What was once regarded as a straightforward support service has become
an essential capability for technological sovereignty.

91% of business and IT leaders regard network resilience as an executive-level priority. And while the debate tends to
centre on risk mitigation, resilience in fact lays the groundwork for growth and competitiveness. Rather than thinking
about outages, the challenge now is to understand how infrastructure limits or amplifies competitiveness.

The Caribbean: a real-world test
of network resilience

It is no accident that we depend on digital infrastructure
more than ever, and the Caribbean is a solid case study
in the evolution of connectivity. The region sits precisely
at the point where connectivity has become essential
and resilience is the next strategic challenge.

Connectivity in this part of the world depends mainly
on subsea fibre. However, the absence of redundant
landing points, constant exposure to natural disasters
and limited incentives to expand infrastructure create a
clear vulnerability to disruption. Non-terrestrial options
are more costly and carry higher latency, which makes
them less viable.

Recent reports warn that resilience challenges across
Caribbean networks remain severe. Far from being a
secondary issue, resilience has established itself as a
priority both regionally and globally. And when these
challenges go unaddressed, what is really compromised
is the capacity to drive digital and economic
development.
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When resilience becomes
a constraint on growth

Most debates about resilience revolve around surviving failures. But what if resilience is also about sustaining success? A
network that can carry more traffic, a wider range of services and new investment — as well as being resilient — is also

ready to grow.

The shift from resilience as a background service to a strategic enabler of digital growth gives wholesale providers a
unique opportunity. Those who support their customers and markets through that investment will be positioned for long-

term competitiveness.

Without resilience, organisations and economies can see their growth delayed, miss investment opportunities, suffer
competitive disadvantages and lose strategic flexibility. Limited resilience brings critical constraints on growth.

Beyond cable protection

Strategic resilience is more than protection. It has four main characteristics:

1. Technical interdependence

Growth-oriented resilience requires a holistic
understanding of a network’s relationship with
wider infrastructure and other dependent
systems. This means the value of connectivity
is determined not only by the resilience of the
network itself, but by the resilience of the digital
ecosystem that relies on it.

2. Market conditions

Infrastructure resilience is shaped not only by
technical decisions but also by commercial
initiatives, investment conditions and requlatory
environments. Growth-oriented resilience
depends on whether market conditions favour
long-term investment, operational flexibility and
collaboration across the ecosystem.

3. Shared risk

The most significant risks tend to appear in shared
dependencies rather than in individual networks.
In practice, a network is limited by a wider
ecosystem that lacks resilience. True strength is
measured by assessing the soundness of those
interdependencies.

4. Regional focus

Capabilities that improve resilience in one region
will not necessarily deliver the same results in
another. The most effective resilience strategies
are designed around the realities of a specific
market, ecosystem and growth trajectory.
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Resilience as the foundation for
digital growth

Resilience is the condition that makes digital growth
possible. The Caribbean is a powerful example

because it sits at a unique intersection marked by
technological transformation, geographic challenges,
climate risk, cross-border complexity and infrastructure
concentration.

The resilience of the subsea cable network is the
foundation that allows almost all international data
traffic to move, and that sustains essential services such
as cloud, artificial intelligence, financial systems, data
centres and e-commerce. With more than 600 cables
crossing the oceans, this infrastructure has become one
of the most robust pillars of global economic stability.

Resilience protects infrastructure, but it also protects
services and allows digital economies to grow with
confidence.

E

Lessons for the future of global
connectivity

In the early years of the modern internet era, the

main challenge was getting connected. Over time, as
businesses, consumers and regions came online, the
challenge became scalability. Today, in a scenario where
connectivity and capacity are already secured, attention
is turning to resilience.

This is because digital dependency and complexity have
increased, in the Caribbean and globally. The question of
resilience is, in reality, a question of trust: can we rely on
our infrastructure to sustain our future growth?

nnectivity will not be defined by who can build the most infrastructure, but

nce needed for sustained growth.
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